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 Evidence base of the
European definition

 Intends to complement the
EURACT Educational
Teaching Agenda, which
addresses academic and
vocational training
 Research needs and
evidence gaps
 Improving GP research
in low capacity countries

Research Agenda
The starting point for developing the Research Agenda was the
domain of general practice in Europe, as described in the six core
competencies (and the eleven characteristics comprised therein) of the
WONCA definition (4).

A second framework was the core domains of GP/FM
research, summarised as:
 Clinical research
 Health services research
 Research on education and research on teaching in
general practice (1, 5)

Some articles in RA on Educational

research

- Dornan T, Littlewood S, Margolis SA, Scherpbier A, Spencer J, Ypinazar V. How can
experience in clinical and community settings contribute to early medical
education? A BEME systematic review. Med Teach 2006; 28: 3-18.
- Fahey T, Schroeder K, Ebrahim S. Educational and organisational interventions
used to improve the management of hypertension in primary care: a systematic
review. Br J Gen Pract 2005; 55: 875-82.59
- Arnold SR, Straus SE. Interventions to improve antibiotic prescribing practices in
ambulatory care. Cochrane Database Syst Rev. 2005; (4): CD003539.
- Grimshaw JM, Winkens RA, Shirran L, Cunningham C, Mayhew A, Thomas R,
Fraser C. Interventions to improve outpatient referrals from primary care to
secondary care. Cochrane Database Syst Rev. 2005; (3): CD005471.
- Sohn W, Ismail AI, Tellez M. Efficacy of educational interventions targeting
primary care providers‘ practice behaviors: an overview of published systematic
reviews. J Public Health Dent 2004; 64: 164-72.
- Veloski J, Boex JR, Grasberger MJ, Evans A, Wolfson DB. Systematic review of the
literature on assessment, feedback and physicians‘ clinical performance: BEME
Guide No. 7. Med Teach 2006; 28: 117-28.
- Mansouri M, Lockyer J. A meta-analysis of continuing medical education
effectiveness. J Contin Educ Health Prof 2007; 27: 6-15.

Some articles in RA on Educational

research

- Education - Effect of training programmes
-

Hobma S, Ram P, Muijtens A, van der Vleuten C, Grol R. Effective
improvement of doctorpatient communication; a randomised
controlled trial. Br J Gen Pract 2006; 56: 580-6.

-

Moral RR, Alamo MM, Jurado MA, de Torres LP. Effectiveness of a
learner-centred training programme for primary care physicians in using
a patient-centred consultation style. J Fam Pract 2001; 18: 60-3.

- Yudkowsky R, Downing SM, Ommert D. Prior experiences associated
with residents‘ scores on a communication and interpersonal skill
OSCE. Patient Educ Couns. 2006; 62: 368-73.

Articles on Education – holistic approach
- Maudlin J, Keene J, Kobb R. A road map for the last journey:
home telehealth for holistic end-of-life care. Am J Hosp
Palliat Care 2006; 23: 399-403.
- Truant T, Bottorff JL. Decision making related to
complementary therapies: a process of regaining control.
Patient Educ Couns 1999; 38: 131-42.
- Brown JB, Stewart M, McWilliam CL. Using the patientcentered method to achieve excellence in care for women
with breast cancer. Patient Educ Couns 1999; 38: 121-9.
- Thornton L. The Model of Whole-Person Caring: creating
and sustaining a healing environment. Holist Nurs Pract
2005; 19: 106-15.
- Donadio G. Improving healthcare delivery with the
transformational whole person care model. Holist Nurs Pract
2005; 19: 74-7.

Education in Research Agenda
 Educational research in those fields below comprises
management skills at a health system- and practice-level, as
well as education for collaborating medical professionals
with a range of backgrounds and expertise.
a) defined disease management programmes
b) ways of organising care within a practice and/or
c) ways of organising care within a PHC team
 Also related with some competencies in the same time such
as
d) community orientation,
e) patient centred care and

f) specific problem solving (skills )

Research Agenda
 There has been a limited amount of educational research
on primary care management aspects.
 Of the studies performed, the vast majority focuses on
educational interventions aimed at doctors to implement
specific service approaches, for example;
 prevention activities,
inter-professional collaboration,
care strategies for specific diseases, detection of disease,
and prescribing.
Most studies show either small or insignificant effects;
sustainability of these effects has not been studied yet !!!
(54-58)

Need for Further Research in Education

Research Agenda indicates the need for research on:
 Effective methods of inter-professional education
 Teaching management skills to (future) GPs
 Effective methods of (future) GP training to practice a
person-centred approach and
 The sustainability of training/education effects

Educational Research
In Research Agenda
Education of students and trainees
Continuing medical education/professional development.
Evaluation of methods to teach clinical problem solving
competencies skills in primary care with regards to
effectiveness and sustainability.
Instrumental research on methods to measure clinical
and problem solving competencies

Educational Research
In Research Agenda:
 Regarding educational research, there are several descriptive
studies on the teaching of students.
 in those educational research studies the content of
educational programmes or teaching experience was
described,
 But very few of those educational studies evaluated the
teaching !
 The majority of studies were not controlled (44-51)

Research Agenda& Education
 Educational research: These searches retrieved a very
large body of literature, including many meta-analyses and
RCTs, soonly a rough overview can be given.
 While most studies were not done within the context of
primary care/family medicine; they are relevant to this theme
as they addressed teaching methods and educational
interventions to enhance clinical competence.
 Early experience in primary care helps medical students to
acquire professional attitudes and skills and it can
influence career choices.

Research Agenda & Education
 Educational interventions in the context of continuous
professional development (CPD) appear to have a small
to medium effect on physician knowledge; however, the
effect size is generally small with respect to behavioural
change (which seems to be a central obstacle to quality
improvement) (41, 42), performance and (much more rarely
studied) patient outcomes, across many individual
educational methods.
 Dissemination of material, didactic lectures, but also
uncommented feedback seems to be largely ineffective (43,
44).
 Interventions are somewhat more successful when they
are interactive, use multiple methods and are designed
for a small group of physicians from a single discipline.

Needs for further Research
 On education of Community Oriented Primary Care-COPC
regarding
 evaluation of programs,
 validated instruments, with a clear methodology and
 adequate statistical analysis
 On observational cohort studies comparing different
approaches/models in education

Teaching & Learning effects in Research Agenda
 There is very little research on the sustainability of teaching
or learning effects, in particular on interventions targeting
practising physicians.
 Observational and interventional research on the impact and
sustainability of educational interventions
 Instrumental research on assessment methods for
educational studies is needed. There is a marked gap.

Medical Education & Research
There is limited material on medical education for a
comprehensive approach (20-23).

In a review of educational interventions in primary care, the
authors concluded that there are only 2 articles, which met the
criteria for good research in this field.
One of these studies was conducted in Zambia. Almost all
existing research on a comprehensive approach is either crosssectional or prospective with relatively short follow-up time.
In the longer term need to make an effort to ensure that
research skills are part of medical education both at the
undergraduate level and in continuous professional development

Conclusion on Education & Research
In the longer term make an effort to ensure that research skills
are part of medical education both at the undergraduate level and
in continuous professional development.

Developing methods of education and training for components of
the different GP/FM competencies, and evaluating their
effectiveness, including the impact on health care and
health outcomes, in the short and long term (sustainability) is/
must be in the research agenda for EURACT
Prospective cohort studies or case control studies can be good
options to assess risk or effects, or implementation of educational
programmes.
Use you expertize in EGPRN, ACCEPT EGPRN Network as
EURACT’s RESEARCH DISCUSSION MEDIUM

YES WE CAN DO IT !!!
What is the expert opinion on ? Do EURACT members have
any suggestion?
Is there a need for a needs assesment in EURACT to see
which research questions to be asked?
EURACT and EGPRN E Boards may have a joint EB in
WONCA conference setting to set the priorities for PHC and
GP/FM educational research and also to organize a common
Research Education curricullum/program to lead the
Research in Education in various levels.
FINALLY the ongoing “EGPRN Research Course” Announces
the need for teachers to meet the appilciations in the que !
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Theme: ‘Risky Behaviours and Health Outcomes in Primary Care and
General Practice’.

Deadline to send in Abstracts 15 January 2013.

ACCESSIBILITY
Flights

–

Direct

COME TO
KUŞADASI

Membership Type
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIP
2 delegates/conference,

Fees (1ST JUNE 2011- 31ST MAY 2014)
Full fee –3 years
All Countries 6 conferences/3 yrs

€ 180

€ 660

Full Fee-1 year
All Countries 2 conferences/yr

€ 75

€ 245

Reduced fee-3 years -6 conferences/3 yrs for
those Countries low GDP listed in the Appendix.

€ 75

€ 375

Reduced fee- 1 year -2 conferences/yr for
those Countries
low GDP listed in the Appendix

€ 30

€ 140

Direct WONCA and ESGP/FM members -3
years
All Countries -6 conferences/3yrs

€ 90

N/A

Direct WONCA and ESGP/FM members -1
year All countries-(2 conferences/yr )

€ 40

N/A

2. CONFERENCE FEES: 2 DAYS, INCL. CATERING, EXCL. SOCIAL
NIGHT
a. Non-members: €300
b. Reduced Non-members Conference Fees: €150
- First time participants from countries listed in the Appendix, Students,
Vocational Trainees and Members of the Vasco da Gama Movement
c. All Members: €150

3. SOCIAL NIGHT (OPTIONAL):
- for those who want to join the Social Evening €40
4. FEES FOR PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS (OPTIONAL)*
a. Non-members: €50/workshop
b. Members: €25/workshop

Research Strategy Commitee
 The EGPRN’s “Researcher Database” is under
construction, containing information from all researchers.
 Will be highly interactive. Wording and content is done. At
this moment, working on the information technology.
 A database like this never existed before, also not in other
networks, so we are happy with this initiative.
 EGPRN project funding: Currently 3 are running and 2
proposals are to be decided untill the end of November

Educational Commitee
Any country needs an EGPRN research course
Contact To Educational Comitee…via website
Announce a new ınıtıatıve Research consultancy
workshop:
 Pilot at Turkey meeting
 Approx 7 participants
 2 tutors ( each meeting )
 All Friday parallel session
 Work interactively on their research proposals
 Specific direct call for proposals from those interested

Collaborative studies










Referrals
Home visits study,
Obstacles in diabetes care
Burnout in family doctors
Motives to become a FP
Gutfeeling / intuition
Tools to assess communication
Stimulating reseach in low capacity countries
Linking / joining databases internationally

Added value of EGPRN
 Learning environment for FP researchers
 Platform to discuss and present
 Sustainable network of friends
Development of academic primary care
Capacity building
International competitiveness and mobility
Visibilty of European research in GP/FM

www.egprn.org

 WONCA Eu‘s
reseach network
 generic international
organisation for GP/FM
research in Europe
 29 countries
 148 individual members
 30 institutional members

Organizational structure
 Executive Manager: Hanny
Prick, Maastricht
 Executive Board (8)
 Council of national
representatives (29)
 Standing committees
 Educational Cee: research
courses, feed-back, mentoring
 Research Cee: research
agenda, collaborative research,
funds
 Communications Cee:
website, EJGP

Meetings
 Each May& October, every 6 months
 Pre-conference workshops
 2 days Scientific Presentations and Conferences
Key-notes each day 1 or 2
Oral Presentations
One slide-5 minutes ( I have a research proposal, need
help, advise on methodology, need partners….)
Poster Session
Feed back
workshop style, ongoing studies,
Focused on discussion&feedback

Overview of Submitted Abstracts and Participation of the last 10 EGPRN meetings.
Antwerp still to be completed.
Hanny Prick,
31 August 2012.
HP/2012.061

Antwerp aut’12

Last 10 Meetings
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32
66
19 countries
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73
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Ljubjliana spr’12
Krakow aut’11

122
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2
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Nice spr’11

82

30

52

25
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26

104

Zürich aut’10

100

36

64

26
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24

92

Plovdiv spr’10

84

32

52

20

19

80

Dubrvnik aut’09

88

40

48

25

22

89

Bertinoro spr’09

99

48

51

26

99
111
130

26

104

Budapest aut’08

75

25

50

23

15

56

Antalya spr’08

70

17

53

26

71
137

22

115

Thanks to Hanny Prick for providing a summary from her previous reports

